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Ballast Water Threat

The introduction of invasive marine species into new
environments by ships' ballast water, attached to ships' hulls
and via other vectors has been identified as one of the four
greatest threats to the world's oceans. Shipping moves over 80%
of the world's Commodities and transfers approximately 10
billion tones of ballast water internationally each year. Ballast
water is absolutely essential to the safe and efficient operation
of modern shipping, providing balance and stability to un-laden
ships. However, it may also pose a serious ecological, economic
and health threat.

The distribution of ballast within a vessel will depend on the
design criteria, size and strength of the vessel. There are thousands
of marine species that may be carried in ships' ballast water;
basically anything that is small enough to pass ships' ballast
water intake ports and pumps. These include bacteria and other
microbes, small invertebrates and the eggs, cysts and larvae of
various species. The problem is compounded by the fact that
virtually all marine species have life cycles that include planktonic
stage or stages. Even species in which the adults are unlikely
to be taken on in ballast water, for example because they are
too large or live attached to seabed, may be transferred in ballast
during their planktonic phase.

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) is
working on developing a draft International Convention for the
Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments
(Ballast Water Convention) to prevent the transfer of harmful
aquatic organisms in ballast water. It is planned to hold a
diplomatic conference in early 2004 to adopt the new Ballast
Water Convention.

The proposed new Ballast Water Convention include a two-tier
approach:

Tier 1 - includes requirements that would apply to all
ships, including mandatory requirements for a Ballast
Water and Sediments Management Plan, a Ballast Water
Record Book and a requirement that new ship shall carry
out ballast water and sediment management procedures
to a given standard or range of standards. Existing ships

would be required to carry out ballast water management
procedures after a phase-in period, but these procedures
may differ from those to be applied to new ships.

Tier 2 - includes special requirements, which may apply
in certain areas and would include procedures and criteria
for the designation of such areas in which additional control
may be applied to the discharge and/or uptake of ballast
water.

Actual ballast water treatment standards have yet to be identified.
However, MEPC agreed that there should be a standard for
ballast water exchange, a short-term standard for ballast water
treatment and a long-term standard for ballast water treatment.
It has been recognized that ballast water exchange is the only
widely used technique currently available to prevent the spread
of unwanted aquatic organisms in ballast water and its use should
continue to be accepted as an interim solution, but in the future
onboard treatment alternatives may be favoured.
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It was noted that the World Health Organization (WHO) was
working on water quality standards for pathogens, which would
be an important factor in establishing ballast water standards
for pathogens.

The MEPC also gave consideration to the need for various
guidelines in support of the Convention, and identified the
following issues for guidelines in order of priority:

¥ guidelines for the design, construction and operation of
ships that use Ballast Water Exchange,

¥ guidelines for assessment and approval of ballast water
treatment systems (type testing)

¥ guidelines supporting coastal States when considering
additional measures, and

¥ guidelines on ballast water sampling/inspections on board
ships by port State Administrations.

*******

ÒNOTHING Ó is the answer
NOTHING has 7 letters.

NOTHING preceded God.

NOTHING is greater than God.

NOTHING is more Evil than the devil.

All poor people have NOTHING.

Wealthy people need NOTHING.

If you eat NOTHING, you will die.

IOPC Fund to Meet on Prestige Payments

At the first meeting of the International Oil Pollution
Compensation Fund 1992Õs Executive Committee after the
Prestige incident the members States expressed their sympathy
with the victims and governments and regional and local
authorities impacted by this major incident. The committee stated
that the 1992 Fund would do its utmost to provide compensation
to victims of the Prestige incident as rapidly as possible within
the framework of the 1992 Civil Liability Convention and the
1992 Fund Convention.

Compensation is available to any individual, business, private
organization, or public body who has suffered pollution damage
as a result of the Prestige incident. Compensation is payable
under the 1992  Civil Liability Convention and the 1992 Fund
Convention, which form part of Spanish, French, and Portuguese
Law.

Approximately 25 million Euros (US$27.2 million) in
compensation is available from the shipownerÕs liability insurer,
the London P&I Club. Additional compensation of up to
approximately 147.5 million Euros (US$160.5 million) is
available from the International Oil Pollution Compensation
Fund 1992 (1992 Fund), for a total of 171.5 million Euros
(US$186.7 million) available.

It is clear that the total amount of the claims arising from the
Prestige incident will exceed the amount availble for
compensation. Since it was not possible at this stage to make
any meaningful assessment of the magnitude of the total amount
of estimated claims, the Executive Committee decided that the
1992 FundÕs payment should for the time being be limited to
payments to alleviate financial hardship to victims.

The 1992 FundÕs Executive Committee will meet on 6 May
2003 to consider the developments in the Prestige case and in
particular the level of payments.
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